Deccan Odyssey
bookings up
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‘ew route to be intro-
I \ | duced soon Maha-
rashtra’s luxury
train, the Deccan Odyssey
has garnered a better re-
sponse from tourists this
season, with bookings ris-
ing up to 45 per cent. The
other piece of good news
that has Maharashtra
Tourism officials smiling
is that the train, in fourth
season of operation, may
rake enough to break-even
this year
“There is a likelihood of
that happening. Our book-
ings have gone up consid-
erably, from 35 per cent last
year to 45 per cent this
year, and hopefully we will
break even this year,” said
Abhay Yavalkar, joint man-
aging director Maharash-
tra Tourism Development
Corporation.
The train, which oper-

good response. Some of the
people who have travelled
have responded saying it is
better than the Oriental
Express. For us, that's a

d bigachievement,”

Yavalkar said.
Kolhapur was added on
the route last year which

B covers places like Tarkarli,

ates from October to April,
has undergone a periodic
overhauling, with nearly

Rs 50 lakh spent on renova-

tion and refurbishing,

“The Palace on Wheels
too took time to make an
impact. These trains have
a niche audience and it
takes some time to get
through to them.

Wa have been taking
part in a lot of travel exhi-
bitions in foreign coun-
tries to increase aware-
ness, and we are seeing a

Ganapatipule, Goa, Pune,
Aurangabad and Nashik.
Added attractions include
a display of the Mardani
Khel (traditional Maha-
rashtrian martial arts) and
the forts of Kolhapur

The one part of Maha-
rashtra that is not includ-
ed in the seven-day jour-
ney is the Vidarbha region.

“We are planning to in-
troduce a similar train on
the narrow gauge for the
Vidarbha region. That
would essentially travel be-
tween Tadoba and Kanha
national park in Madhya
Pradesh,



